
Fun and History in the  

Ocoee Gorge and the Copper Basin 
 

Table of Contents 

 

Getting Around: Eight Maps of the Ocoee Gorge with Interesting Locations Noted 

 

The Ocoee Gorge and River: Made by Nature but Managed by Man 

Introduction:  The Ocoee Gorge  

Native Americans and Early Settlers 

The Road, From Dirt to Pavement, 1853 to Today  

   The Kimsey Highway 

Early Copper Haulers 

The Ea of Hydroelectric Power, 1910 to the 1940s 

Parksville Dam (#1) and Lake (1909) 

The Flume Line & Power House #2 

Rebuilding the Flume, 1976-1983 

Caney Creek, J. Ensley, V. Ralston 

Power House # 3, Dam, Lake and Tunnel. 1942 

Cherokee National Forest, (Established 1911-1929) 

The Cohutta and Big Frog Wilderness Areas, 1975  

Rafting, A Growth Industry, 1977 

The Ocoee Scenic Byways Designation, 1992 

USFS Highway 77 and Chilhowee Mountain 

Reliance and the Hiawassee River:  

A worthwhile side trip 

Ocoee White Water Center and the 1996 Olympics  

The Future of the Ocoee Gorge 

Geology of the Gorge and the Copper Basin 

  



The Copper Basin: Red Hills and Copper Mining are All but Gone 

Copper Mining, A History  

Unseen Today, Mining Once Dominated the Copper Basin (Map) 

Yes Sir, I Mined That Copper: Early Mining 

A Day in the Life of a Miner: 1960s to 1080s 

Smelter Hill, Buzzard’s Roost and Company Stores: 

 Life in a mining community 

Copper Basin Towns, McCaysville, GA,  

Copperhill and Ducktown, TN 

Fifty Square Miles of Bare Red Hills:  

The Copper Basin from the 1860s to the 1960s 

Glen Springs Holding: 

 Bringing Healing to a Poisoned Landscape 

The Ducktown Basin Museum, Ducktown, TN 

Hiwassee Shaft, Ducktown, TN 

 

Fascinating Festivals and Fun 

The GA/TN Blue Line 

Ramp Tramps &  Festivals 

Pickin in the Park 

Miner’s Days and Other Festivals 

Web Resources for more fun  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


